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Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can use the writing process to plan, revise, and edit my writing (with support). (W.3.5) 
I can write an informative text. (W.3.2) 
I can write a clear topic sentence that introduces my reader to my librarian or organization. (W.3.2a)  
I can include important details about my librarian or organization to support my topic. (W.3.2b)   

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can identify the criteria for a quality informative paragraph. 

• I can write a quality first draft of an informative paragraph with a clear topic sentence that tells who my 

librarian or what my organization is.  

• I can write an informative paragraph that describes my librarian or organization with specific facts and 

details. 

• Students’ first draft writing 

 

 



 

 

GRADE 3: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 12 

Writing a First Draft: Accessing Books 

around the World Informative Paragraph 
 

Copyright © 2013 by Expeditionary Learning, New York, NY. All Rights Reserved. 
 

NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum  •  G3:M1:U3:L12 •  March 2014 

CCI Enhanced Module (Williamsville Central Schools) March 2015  •  2 
 

 

Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening 

A. Engaging the Writer: Reviewing the Writing Process 

(5 minutes) 

2. Work Time  

A. Identifying Criteria for a Quality Paragraph (15 

minutes) 

B. Student Drafting (30 minutes) 

3. Closing and Assessment 

A. Debrief (10 minutes) 

4. Homework 

A. Share a copy of your first draft of your Accessing 

Book around the World informative paragraph with 

someone at home. Get feedback. 

• Be sure the same model paragraph is used throughout this next sequence of lessons. If using your own 

model paragraph, make sure it meets all of the criteria for a quality Accessing Books around the World 

informative paragraph (for reference, see Identifying Criteria for a Quality Paragraph). The model 

paragraph about the Book Woman from Lesson 11 can used for the model today or a new one can be 

created in advance of this lesson. Consider using a model paragraph about a librarian or organization 

from a country profiled in My Librarian is a Camel, perhaps Kenya or Peru since students have some 

familiarity of those from earlier in the module. This may be a wiser choice than writing about the Book 

Woman because it will be structured from the content of the same type of article students will be using 

for their work.  

• Some vocabulary words are not academic or domain-specific, and may need to be clarified with 

students: strength, challenge. 
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Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

identify, criteria, quality, facts, 

details, conclusion, punctuation, first 

draft, informative, paragraph, topic 

sentence 

 

• Performance Task Invitation (for display or projection) 

• Writing Process anchor chart (from Lesson 11) 

• Model Paragraph (one per student; either teacher-created or the sample from Supporting Materials) 

• Chart paper for Criteria for a Quality Paragraph anchor chart 

• Criteria for a Quality Paragraph (for Teacher Reference) 

• Paragraph Writing Graphic Organizer on the Book Woman (from Lesson 11) 

• Lined paper for students’ first drafts 

• Lesson 12 Homework (one per student) 

Supplemental Materials 

• Sticky notes 
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Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Engaging the Writer: Reviewing the Writing Process  (5 minutes)  

• Remind students about the Accessing Books around the World bookmark that they are working toward. Display/project the 

Performance Task Invitation and read it aloud again to students.   

• Remind students that in Lesson 11, they made a plan for their bookmark paragraph, and today they will have the chance to 

begin writing. Display the Writing Process anchor chart from lesson 11. Refer to the writing process vocabulary and 

remind students of the first step writers take: planning their writing. Tell them that today they will write a first draft: a best 

first try. Clarify the meaning of “informative paragraph” for students so they understand that they are writing a group of 

sentences that teach someone about their special librarian or organization from a place in the world. Say something like: 

“Writers, yesterday you planned for your writing by completing your paragraph writing graphic organizer. Today we will 

move on to drafting, or writing. Your first attempt at writing your paragraph is called a ‘draft.’ A draft is a best first try. To 

help make it your best first try you will follow your plan!” 

• Review two of the learning targets for today’s work: 

* I can write a quality first draft of an informative paragraph with a clear topic sentence that tells who my librarian or what 

my organization is.  

* I can write an informative paragraph that describes my librarian or organization with specific facts and details. 

• Be sure that students clearly understand the content and academic vocabulary in the targets. Today as students write, they 

will attend more carefully to their topic sentence and supporting details and facts. These terms will be discussed more 

thoroughly during Work Time. 

• Consider providing nonlinguistic 

symbols (e.g., a picture of a list for 

plan) to assist ELLs in making 

connections with vocabulary.  

• Clarify vocabulary with ELLs. They 

can record new terms in personal 

dictionaries or vocabulary logs. 
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Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Identifying Criteria for a Quality Paragraph (15 minutes)  

• Share another learning targets for today’s work: 

* I can identify the criteria for a quality informative paragraph. 

• When discussing “criteria” and “quality,” lead students toward understanding that ‘criteria’ are a list of reasons why 

something is good. Provide an example from previous learning to remind them (i.e., Criteria for a Quality Conversation from 

Unit 1).  

• Give students a copy of a model paragraph.  This needs to be one about a librarian/organization that students will not 

have the option of writing about. The model paragraph is about ____ from the ______excerpt in My Librarian is a Camel. 

The model paragraph used with this lesson for modeling will need to be used throughout the sequence of the next few 

lessons. 

• Remind students about the paragraph structure they learned about in Unit 1 (topic sentence, supporting detail sentences, 

conclusion sentence). 

• Read aloud the model paragraph. Briefly model how to determine criteria for quality, such as: “I notice that the paragraph 

begins with a topic sentence that tells the reader who the paragraph is about.” Students continue to identify criteria, either as 

a large group or in small groups.  

• Write the criteria on a newly-created Criteria for a Quality Paragraph anchor chart for future reference. Perhaps add 

a large version of the paragraph to the chart and annotate with these criteria. Guide students toward these criteria: 

* A clear topic sentence that tells the reader who the librarian or what the organization is  

* Important facts and details that help the reader know why your librarian/organization is special:  

• where the action takes place 

• what the challenges are 

• the steps needed to get books to children 

* A conclusion that wraps up the paragraph including why the student selected that librarian or organization 

* Attention to correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization 

• Consider providing nonlinguistic 

symbols for the paragraph criteria 

on the anchor chart to assist ELLs in 

making connections with 

vocabulary.  

• Consider providing nonlinguistic 

symbols for the paragraph criteria 

on the anchor chart to assist ELLs in 

making connections with 

vocabulary.  

•  
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

B. Student Drafting (30 minutes) 

• Display the Paragraph Writing graphic organizer about the Book Woman constructed during Lesson 11. Make 

sure the recently created Criteria for a Quality Paragraph anchor chart is still posted on display. Briefly model for the class 

how to use the graphic organizer to begin writing the paragraph. Think aloud and write out a paragraph, including a topic 

sentence,  detail sentences, and an ending sentence, based on the model plan.  

• Students need the paragraph writing graphic organizer. Distribute lined paper to students. Tell students it’s time for them to 

draft their paragraph. Advise students to write on every other line.  

• Remind students to use their plan from the previous lesson as they begin writing their drafts. They will have time in future 

lessons to make their writing stronger; today they should try their best to write an informative paragraph with a clear topic 

sentence and important facts and details that help the reader know why their librarian/organization is special. 

• Confer with students as they are writing and provide guidance and reminders to use their plan and the criteria. 

• For students needing additional 

supports, consider providing a word 

bank developed to work with the 

specific student’s writing plan. 

• To help students remember to write 

on every other line, guide students 

in placing an “X” to the left of the 

vertical margin line on every other 

line. Then tell them that as they are 

writing to write on the lines that 

have the “X.” 

• Some students may require for the 

writing lines to be highlighted to 

help them know which lines to write 

on. 
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Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Debrief (10 minutes)  

• Invite students to bring their first drafts to the debrief conversation. Ask them to reread their paragraph and make 

connections between their own work and the Criteria for a Quality Paragraph. Ask them to identify one “star” (area of 

strength) and one “step” (area of improvement).  

• Students may either share this with a partner or write it on an exit ticket and attach it to their first-draft piece of writing. 

Consider using sentence frames such as: “One of the criteria that I see in my paragraph is _________.” and “One of the 

criteria that I need to work on is __________.”  

• Consider providing a sentence 

frame or starter, or a cloze sentence 

for ELLs to assist them with 

language production and give the 

structure required. 

 

 

Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

Share a copy of your first draft of your Accessing Book around the World informative paragraph with someone at home. Ask 

them what they think you did well in your writing. Ask them for 2-3 suggestions for how you could strengthen your paragraph. 

Maybe it will be about the topic or ending sentence. Maybe they will suggest some transition words that would make your 

sentences flow better. Maybe they feel your paragraph would be even better if it had more detail sentences or maybe you could 

be more specific or give examples. Tell them we aren’t concerned at this point in the writing process about fixing things like 

capitalization, punctuation, grammar or spelling. Tell them we will do that when we are in the editing phase 
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Performance Task Invitation 
 
 
 

You are an author and advocate of reading. After reading about librarians and 

organizations from around the world, select one to write an informational paragraph 

about. Your text should describe who the person or what the organization is, where 

they are from, and how they help readers to access books in a unique way. Support your 

writing with specific evidence from the texts you have read.  

 

On the other side of your bookmark, draw a picture showing a specific geographical 

feature from the region where your librarian or organization works. Also, write a list of 

three to five of the most important words to tell readers what this geographic region is 

like.  

 

Your bookmark will be shared with others in our school or in our local community. 
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Model Paragraph:  
 

Name: 

Date: 

 
 

In the country of Peru there are places where it is difficult to have books to read.  

In parts of Peru, a country in South America, there are some challenges due to 

the physical environment. Some people live along the tropical coast or in the 

Andes Mountains. The Amazon River also goes through Peru. Many families live 

in small rural towns in Peru, areas where there are no schools or libraries and 

families are often poor.  But thanks to helpful organizations and hard-working 

people, even children living in these hard-to-reach places in Peru have books to 

read.  In the city of Lima, families are given bags of twenty books that they are 

allowed to keep and use for a month. These books are part of El Libro 

Compartido en Familia, a project allows parents to enjoy reading with their 

children.  Suitcases and bags filled with books are also used in the rural areas of 

Peru. These books are loaned out for three months.  Individuals from other rural 

areas in Peru get books by traveling to the city of Cajamarca to borrow books 

from collections made available to them. In another part of Peru, many rural 

schools have books thanks to a program called Fe Y Alegria which brings books 

to schools by wagon or donkey cart. As you can see, there are generous people 

and remarkable organizations working hard in Peru who make it their goal to 

make sure that children in have books to read.  
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Criteria for a Quality Paragraph 

 

1. Includes a topic sentence 
 
 
 
 
2. Supporting details and facts 
 
 
 
 
3. Uses some transition words  
 
 
 
 
4. Includes a conclusion 
 
 
 
 
5. Attends to spelling, capitalization, capitalization 
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Performance Task Invitation 
 
 
 

You are an author and advocate of reading. After reading about librarians and 

organizations from around the world, select one to write an informational text about. 

Your text should describe who the person or what the organization is, where they are 

from, and how they help readers to access books in a unique way. Support your writing 

with specific evidence from the texts you have read.  

 

On the other side of your bookmark, draw a picture showing a specific geographical 

feature from the region where your librarian or organization works. Also, write a list of 

three to five of the most important words to tell readers what this geographic region is 

like.  

 

Your bookmark will be shared with others in our school or in our local community. 
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Exit Ticket 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 

 

Use these Sentence Starters to guide your sharing: 

One of the criteria that I see in my paragraph is _____. 

One of the criteria that I know I need to work on is _____. 
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Lesson 12 Homework 
 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 

Share a copy of your first draft of your Accessing Book around the World 

informative paragraph with someone at home. Ask them what they think 

you did well in your writing. Ask them for 2-3 suggestions for how you could 

strengthen your paragraph. Maybe it will be about the topic or ending 

sentence. Maybe they will suggest some transition words that would make 

your sentences flow better. Maybe they feel your paragraph would be even 

better if it had more detail sentences or maybe you could be more specific or 

give examples.  

 

Tell them we aren’t concerned at this point in the writing process about 

fixing things like capitalization, punctuation, grammar or spelling. Tell them 

we will do that when we are in the editing phase. 

 


